great "Uſefulneſs i of good Examples. 
' attended to; and Encouragemen! 
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changeable everlaſting God, who 


Mes. D A R c A. 
M. ADAM, | | 
* IS a confi derable Diminu⸗ 
tion in the Value of all 
human Friendſhips, that 
15 we are ſo often called to 
mourn with our Friends, under the 
various Preſſures and Afflictions of 


this mortal Life, and at laſt to ſor- 
row for them at their Departure out 


olf it. Death, which is never far 


off, diflolves the neareſt earthly ties. 
And what does this teach us but to 
place our Truſt more in the un- 


will never ſorſake us; and to look 
for our Happineſs in that World, 
where the Society is eternal, and 
their nat ie fame; being 

A 2 made 


8 The 5 


wo u of er rr as durable as 

ey arc exalted ang eisig! No- 
fofting N. of our own Mortality, 
= * Deaths of thoſe who were 


our at hen ſelves or ta endear, 
s it were, 


Thought that we ſhall ſee a0 con- 


verſe with them no more in this 
World.” 55. that Perſon gone from 


me, whoſe Preſence and Converſa- 
gbr heighten'd All- the Satisfactions 


and Chiefs. Lo | conſider 'the Grave 75, 


in a Manter; "ready for me too there 


my Both ruſt ſhofrly- be lad; no 


prepared for its flighit 80 happier 

Manfions, and I have diſpatch'd all 
my Buſmeſs here below. As oft as 
choſè Things come into my Mind, 
Wiehl J ſo juſtly eſteemd in my 


late "Companion, I have | Pleaſure 


ming! With Pan ; Pleaſure to think 


Sher 45 of 


onſecrate*the Me- 
11 of their” Virtues, tha the 


of the — which the Owner | 


of” Life, and foſten' d all its Cites | 
Matter how foon, if my Soul [RP . | 
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from the Reflection on my own 
Loſs. Henceforth J will love that 


Virtue and Goodneſs more, for the 
2 fake of which, I formerly lov'd the 


Perſon that was the Subject of them. 
Lwill call to Mind the Examples of 


my dear Friends and Relatives de- 
parted in the Lord, and thoſe be- 


queathed the World by the long 
Succeſſion of Witneſſes to the Power 
of Religion in the ſeveral Ages of 
it, to the end, that, forgetting the 


Things that are behind, and reach- 


ing forth to the Things that are be- 
fore, I may preſs towards the Mark 


for the Prize of the high Calling of 


God in Chriſt Jeſus, 


May this Diſcourſe, which was 


5 2 firſt preach'd, and is now publiſh'd, 


at your Requeſt, help to entertain 


2 ſolitary Hour, and be of ſome 
4 Uſe to excite the Relations and Ac- 
#$ quaintance of the deceasd, or any 


others, 
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of ſuch amiable Qualities, and pious 
"Diſpofitions, is gone to poſſeſs ; Pain, 


The Dedicativi 


* i 


the ſame 


Prager to 2 is, That you may 
joy thoſe Affiſtances and Conſo- 
ms which Religion only ean be- 

ſtow; have the Satisfaction to fee the 
- ſurviving Branches of your Family 


eminently bleſt of God, and Blef- 
fings to. thi World; and when your 


Pilgrimage here on Earth is at an 
end, enter into that Reſt which re- 
5 maineth for the me of God. 
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ou muſt oblig'd, 
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 HEBREWS xm. me 


Y Remember them that have by the 


Rule over you, who have /. 
unto jon the 77 ord of God; me 


Faith follow, confidermg 4 The” Fad of 
their . Converſation. "| 
Jeſu Chriſt; tbe Jame fend, to 05 


and ＋ ever. 


| Mong, that. great Variety of Motiyes 
apd Arguments, by which the Pen+ 
men of Holy Scripture, according to 
A. the Wiſdom given unto them, endea- 
Pour to excite their Readers to Con- 
ſtancy in the Profeſſion: and Practice of the true 
Religion, that taken from Examples of eminent 
Vertue and Piety is not the leaſt conſiderable. 
The Author of this Epiſtle thought it needful, in 
feveral Places, to propoſe it to the believing He- 
= #rews;in order to prevent their falling off from 
= Chriſtianity,” or growing cold and indifferent in 
= their Affection to it, upon the Account of thoſe 
= Sufferings: and Reproaches to which it expoſed 
= them. The Truth being in it ſelf well *worth 
2 owning, and having been always zealouſly owned 
And eſpouſed by the beſt Part of Mankind, he 
= N. IMs hi (anaBtive, comard- 
| | "7 7 i oh | 
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ly. weak) but followers of them who through 


Faith and Patience 1 £ 2 Promi 2s*, In 


that F ach ch is * 8 Poe: 22 7 =w—_ "6644p 


for, and the Evidence of Things 9. /4en.z, to the 


Intent that, Being OE about with: [og rent a 


Cloud of N. Ntneſſes, might . 355 2 every 
Weight," and the Sin ws they, did ft "eafily:- — ny 
them, and run Fut Patience zhe Race ſet b 
ances were more peciliatly 
adapted to anſwer the Writer Aim; in bi Re- 
hes that- the Ferſons enumerated, being ſuch 
oſe Names were honourably recorded in their 
own Scriptures, and many of thety" Hehur x 
1 of their Race, it ae! be 
ey would pay more Regard their. e 


and Vertues, than to thoſe of others, Vith W 55 


Actions they had little or no Acquaintance. 
He then proceeds to put them in Mind of ſome 
Examples tfiat concerned them fore directiy 
Cbriſtians; chiefly that of Fe/ſus, the Aut hir 
Finiſher of their" Faith"; aue, for the Foy ſet { 
fore him, willingly endured" the" Crofs, deſoiling 1 
the Shame; 85 1s noto ſet down on the Rigbisbani 
of the Tbrond of God. In the Words of th 
Text, he commends to their Remembrance ſome 
that had formerly been their ſpiritual Gui 
and had ſpoken unto them rb mord of G 
whoſe Faithi he exhorts them to follow;'i confiders 


ing the- End of their Converſations” and that yrs | 


Cbriſt 18 he ſame e d re. Aay, and 
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Death of the Rev Mr. Darth 4 ; 


The Parks i is on Ns 3 & Pat | Palloral, 
Office; together with the genuine Character 
or Deſcription of thoſe that behave well in 
it, and thereby deſerve to be held in Repu- 
gien while they live, - and remember'd with: 
Honour after their Deaths, | 

The Second is concerning the Gngular Advan- 
tage of recollecting the ſhining Virtues of 
worthy Perſons, as Patterns of our Imi- 
tation; thoſe eſpecially that have been * 

dur nearer Acquaintance, and to whom we 

have born a more immediate and particular 
Relation. 

The Wird and Laſt 888 with which. 
I hall cloſe and enforce the Application of 
_ ., the former, is on the abundant Encourages. 

ment which Chriſtians, in all Ages, have, 
to ſhew the ſame Diligence to the full AL- 
ſurance of Hope unto the End; inaſmuch 
as Feſus Chriſt, their common Land, is the 
{ae yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 


Firp, Let us obſerve, and briefly adn the 
Nature of the Paſtoral or Miniſterial Office; to: 
gether with the genuine Character or Deſcription 
of thoſe who behave well in it, and thereby de- 
ſerve to be held in Reputation While they live, 
and remember d with Honour after their Deaths. 
1. The Nature and Neſign of the Office; may 
be gather'd- from the File given to the Perſons 
entruſted with it, and the Bu/ineſs they are em- 
ploy'd in. Their Title is that of Cuides; their 
Buſineſs to ſpeat, or preach, the Mord of God. 
They are Guides to others in the Worſhip of 
God, and in' the Way to Immortality. God 
leadeth his ta Ci like a F lock, by their Hand, 
| B through 


10 1 ee SERMON on the 


* * 
= 


through the Wilderneſs of this World, to the 


heavenly Canaan. They are Paſtors, and Guides 3, ; 


not Rulers, in the modern Notion of that Word, 


_ whether /mgly or conjointly. | 


Our Tranſlation, indeed, Counts to this Senſe 3 
Remember them that have (br rather, that have 
had, the Perſons intended being d parted out of 
this Life) tbe RULE over you. But the truer ren- 
dering is that in the Margin, Guides.” Remem- 
her your Guides; for, as the original Word, 


vero, does not neceſſarily carry in it the Idea 


of Authority, fo there is no Ground for affixing 
that Senſe to it here. Nor does it appear that 
our bleſſed Saviour ever intended to delegate 
any Part of his Authority to his ' Miniſters, 
but rather the contrary; both from the Nature 
of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, which is to be en- 
tirely free, and from thoſe Words of our Lord to 
the 7 welpe, when they diſcover'd an Inclination 
to ſtrive about Power and Pre- eminence; 27 
know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Dominion over them, and they that are great 


- exerciſe Authority upon them; but it ſhall not be 


Jo among you Hut whoſorvir will be great a- 
mong you, let him be your Miniſter; and whoſo- 
ever will ad C voy mA 2 let in be 8 


| ae pron 10. 


It ay be ewa in the 17th. Verſe of this 
Chaprer, where the ſame Word occurs again, it 
is ſaid, Obey them that-have the Rule over Hou, 
ond ſubmit your | ſelves : But the Meaning is no 


— 4 than this, that they were to obey the Truth, as 


— — reſſion is elſewhere; or, the Word of God, 5 
ly deliver d by them: not to 8 N in 


1 o Matt, XX, 25, 26, 27. De 25. 


Gali. 3. . v. 13. XV. 32. 
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there were extraordinary 
at once juſtified the Claim to it, and abundantly 


Death of the Rev. Mr. Darch. 11 


Things which had no Foundation in that Word. They 


were to ſubmit to the Exhortations and Counſels 
given them, relating to a holy and heavenly Con- 
verſation. What immediately follows, evidently 
determines this to be the Senſe of the Words Obe 
dience and Submiſſion, in this Place 5 for | they 
watch for your Souls; as they that muſt. give Ac- 
count; that they may do it with Foy, and not with. 


Ferie; being able to glorify God for your recei- 


ving the Word with Readineſs of Mind, and not 
barely a profeſſed, but real and entire Subjection 
tO It. EA Bb My Ü ͤ ATR | 
And whereas it may be farther pleaded in fa- 
vour of Ecelgſiaſtical Authority, that we read of 
Governments* as an Office inthe Chriſtian Church, 
and of ſome that ruled; befides its being doubt- 
ful what the exact Meaning of theſe Words is, 
and, probable, that no ſuch Thing is intended 
by them as proper, perſonal Authority, it is 
enough to obſerve, # that whatever Power was 
lodged. in certain Perſons at that Time, for the 
better managing and ordering the Affairs of the 
Church of Chriſt, then planting in the World, 
Gifis attended it, which 


qualified for the regular and beneficial Exerciſe of it. 
Theſe extraordinary Gifts ceaſing, the Power that 
was ſupported and conducted by them, ceaſed of 
Courſe with them. Power, even in civil States 
and Societies, is a dangerous Thing, a Sort of 
Edge- tool, which few know how to uſe as they 
ſhould, and by that Means frequently becomes 
an Inſtrument of Miſchief : But, the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of Mankind requiring it, and the 
Advantages, upon the whole, outweighing the 
Inconveniences, it is therefore veſted in Perſons 


B 2 ap- 


5 


#2 ' M Fuuera I SERMON on the 
appointed thereto bythe: Community. But no 
in the Church, which is cConſtituted for quite 
different Ends and Purpoſes, as there is no need 
of any other Authority, properly ſo called, be- 
fides Aa of Chriſt himſelf, f. — to us in 
the Scriptures, ſo the Conſbiquences: of the Abuſe 
of fuch Authority, where it is unjuſtly uſurped, 
"8 are ſo exceedingly pernicious © to Religion and 
1 che Souls of Men, that we have great Reaſon to 
1 acknowledge the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our 
1 Saviour, the one Lawgiver'of the Church, in not 
. - truſting. this Power to any of his Followers, by | 
Ht which they might be "tempted, and enabled to . | 
= rannize over their Fellow-ſubjefts. + ; 
‚ Tbe Reſult is, that the Miniſters of the Gol. 
pel are ſimply Paſtors, Guides, and Teachers," in 
the Cheiltian Church; that they have 0 Do- 
minian over the Faith, or Confeiences, or Perſons 
of Men; but are only Helpers of their Foy: 
Obliged 0 feed the Flock ef God, and to take the 
Over-/ight thereof, not oy conftrainty but willing- 
ly,' not- for filthy Lucre's ſake, but F à ready 
Mind; neither as being Lords over God's Heri- 
tage, but Examples to the Flock. They are not 
to teach for Dofirines the Commandmento of Men, 
or their own private Fancies, and groundleſs 
Opinions; but are to ſpeat the Word of God, the 
pure unmix d Poctrine of the Goſpel,” as far as: 
, they are able to find it out by the (moſt dili- 
gent and impartial Search of the Scriptures, not 
walking in C raftimeſs, nor handling the Word of © 
God dcceitfullyj; but by Mani ;Fofation of the 
Truth, commending themſelves to every Man Con- 
 feience-in the Sight of God e; inſtructing the Igno- 
rant; having Compaſſion upon, and reclaiming, 
choſe chat are out of the Way; ſatisfying the 
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Doubting ; and comforting the Feeble-minded. 
The Scriptures are the common Rule of Faith 
and Practice, both to Miniſters and People; and 
though it be the Miniſter's Part to interpret and 
apply the Scriptune in the beſt Maaner he is able; 
yet, after all, he is to leave the People to judge 


dA nd determine for themſelves. Nor have the Mi- 
> niſters of the Goſpel any juſt Reaſon to regret their 
having no greater Power than this in religious 
XZ Matters, as thoſe among them; that are wiſe and 
humble, will not regret it; but think it their 


Happineſs that they are freed from the Tempta- 


tion. Let them only take Care to diſcharge 


their Office well, ſo as to merit the Character 


a | given of thoſe in the Text, and it will gain them 
à ſecret Empire over the Minds and Affections 
of People, by the Force of Truth, be Armour of 


Rigbteuuſueſs on the right Hand and on the left; 
and the conſtraining Efficacy of a ſtrict and 'hea- 
venly Converſation: A much nobler Sort of 
Power than that of dictating right and wrong, 
Modes and Ceremonies of Worſhip, and Arti- 
cles of Belief. Let their Faith, and Holineſs, and 
Conftancy be fit to be recommended to Imitation; 
i in that Caſe they will not be likely to want 
their Share of Reſpe& among Men, and may be 
ſure they ſhall not fail of the Approbation and 
Acceptance of God; which is of infinitely greater 
Importance to them: This, I ſay, is to be their 
Kirin che Diſcharge of their holy Function, 


bei 


2. The genuine Chara#er or Deſcription of 
tdhoſe who behave rightly in it, and thereby de- 
ſerve to be held in Reputation while they live, 
9 and remember'd with Honour after their Deaths. 
In theſe Things was the Commendation founded 
ef thoſe ſpiritual Guides whom the Text cele- 
pgs brates. 


e 


the Judaizing Chriſtians were exceeding fond off 


Function; in the laſt of which, as well as in the 


to the whole Body of Chriſtian Believers : Juſt 2 


the End of their Converſation, it is ne Ins: im- 
plied, that their Converſation had been may 


| by the Woes Verſes. 
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oo They ſpoke the Word of God, not tie Fit. 
Words of Men; not only as to che general 
Foundation, but the Superſtructure they built 
upon it, keeping cloſe to their Inſtructions, or the 
Plan mark*d out to them by Revelation, and did 


not ſhun to declare the whole Counſel of Gad, out of dy | 


fear that ſome Part of it might not be ſo accepta- * 


ble. By their Faith, is either meant their Belief Were 


of the Sufficiency f the Goſpel Revelation, with- 
out any Help .from the Law of Moſes, which 


Ol 


Joining with it; or their ſtedfaſt Hope and J. 2 
in Cod for all needful Supplies of Grace and Con- 
ſolation in the Way, and for eternal Life and 4 
Glory at the End; or, finally, their extraordi- F- 
nary Fidelity in the Diſcharge of their Minifterial e 


other two, they were proper E xamples, not only | 
to other. Miniſters, though to them chiefly, but 


as in a great Houſe, notwithſtanding the Diver- | 
ſity of Truſts and Employments, the Duty of | 
every Servant being, in general, the ſame; viz: 
to be zealouſly attach'd to the Intereſt of his Ma: | 3 
ſter, and to ſerve him with all Faithfulneſs and 
Diligence; whatever Servant acquires an un- 
common Character in theſe Reſpects, he may 
very well be propoſed as a Pattern to all his Fel- I 
low-ſervants, be the Nature of their Poſts: never 
ſo different: And, when it is added, confidering 


Chriſtian and Upright; ' adorned with Integri- r 
y of Manners, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Cha- 9 


| YARNS EN ' This el ems wo be confemt 
2 91 «9 Sas i 8 * ry, 


* 
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not iff l Fity, and every other Virtue becoming the Goſpel, 
general and Perſons entruſted with the Diſpenſation of it: 
” puilt and that with the moſt unſhaken Conſtancy and 

or the Reſolution of Mind, they perſevered in this 
nd did Tourſe to the End of their Lives, neither ſeducd 
- out of y the Enticements of Pleaſure, nor diſhearter'd 

ccepta- y any Sufferings and Inconveniences which they | 
| Belief Fere either threaten'd with, or actually ſuſtain'd 
-with- I pr Right eouſneſs a ſake. To this Senſe is the 
which Nord ecaναε, which we tranſlate the End of their 
ond of Lonverſation, to be explaimd: It denotes. their 
Y Tut Manner of concluding Lite, and departing out of 
1Con- ; they endured to the Ende, were ſtedfaſt and 
fe and moveable, did not only run well for ſome 
-aordi- Time, but finiſh their Courſe with Foy”, and 
iſterial Pear their dying as was as living Teſtimony to the 
in the Religion they had taught. This was heir Cha- 


ar Facter, and is ſo, in a greater or leſſer Degree of 
y, but Il the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt. 

ee 3 Secondly, The next Obſervation is concerning 
uty of the ſingular Advantage of recollecting the ſhining 
„ viz; irtues of worthy Perſons, as Patterns of our 
is Ma. mitation; thoſe eſpecially of our - nearer Ac- 
and vantance,: and to whom we have born a more 


Inmediate and particular Relation. 7 
Man is fo formed by Nature, that Examples 
Have a very great Influence upon him, whether 
good or bad. And though the ad uſually do 
Wore to corrupt, than good Examples to purge 
Id reform the World; yet theſe too have their 
truly ffect, and that very conſiderable upon the well 
ntegri- ſpoſed; nor are bad Examples altogether with- 
Cha- Mt their Uſe to ſuch : Which is probably one 
 MKealſon that it hath ſeem'd good to the Holy 


3. I * Matt. x. 2. I Gal. v. 7. m Acts xx. 24. 


16 A Fu eee eee ( 
Ghoſt to tranfinit Inſtances of both Sorts! to all. 
Generations in-the. /acred Scriptures; Examples 
of Wickedneſs and Impiety, av Ricks which we: 
ſhould heedfully nn; Examples of Sanctity and An 
Religion, as Lights r direct us, and a ns, S 
Copies to write after, ſome few Things excepted; chat 
ach are likewiſe mark*d out to us. 155 
There are four Kinds of Patterns ſet before us 
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in Holy Scripture, viz. the great and ever-bleſed 43 in 7 
God, the Fountain and Centre of all. Perfection, wit! 
by their Conformity to whom, the Goodneſs and hole 


Excellence of all other intelligent Beings are to and 
be eſtimated, and whom therefore it concerns us of 
to follow or imitate as dear Children, being Tru 

fect as our Father in Heaven is perfect.. Je- hath 
ſas Chriſt, the Son of God, and the Apoſtle, and 
High-prieft of our rofeſ ſon v; from whom we 
are to learn what we ought 7 be, how we ought | 
to aft, and in what Manner we ſhould be pre- 

ared to ſuffer ; walking as be walkd", having 3 
the ſame Mind in us that was in bin % and, 
conſidering him who endured ſuch C ontradiftior | IF. io} 
of Sinners againſt himſelf, leſt we be weary and from 


faint in our Minds ©: The boly Angels, whom | / n 
we acknowledge it our Duty to emulate, _ | Patie 
we pray that the Will of God may be done on f th 
Earth as it is in Heaven: And, finally, of Men of M 
of like Paſſions, and natural Frailties with our 0 1 
ſelves; but, however, diſtinguiſhed from the | en. 
Multitude by the fair and bright Example which 1 eli 
they ſer and left the World in their ſeveral Places breat 
and Generations,” in which their Light ſhone be- 1 . th 
fore Men. Each of theſe Models hath its pecu- 4 
| - Fark 
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plation of it ufeful to us: But tis the laſt of them 
9 Fe that my Preſent Subject calls me to trear of. 
i And N | 
1. Let us conſider ſome of the Advantages 
that we may reap from go ee in Sen 
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L re a manifeſt Tendency to Rablifh' us 
3 is 155 Belief of the true Religion; which appears 
with a more convincing Evidence, when we be- 
hold a lovely Counterpart of its divine Dofrines,' 


Jof thoſe that profeſs it. By this Means the 
Truth is, as it were, cloathed with a Body, and 
hath Life, and Breath, and Motion. Chri janiry 
= hath. bens repreſented by ſome, as a weak and: 
| uſeleſs Inſtitution, which leaves Mankind as bad. 
as it found them; but very unjuſtly, ſince the 


J reformed, by it, in many Reſpects, as might ves 
ry well be expected from that great Encreaſe of 
IJ [a and Knowledge which broke in upon it 
rom this ſingle Source; and the Examples of an 
4 exalted Piety, a diffuſive Benevolence, an-heroie 
Patience and Fortitude, a generous Forgiveneſs 
9 bf the greateſt Injuries, and a heavenly Temper 
1 of Mind, have been vaſtly more numerous, from 
75 — 1 the Time that the Golf el came to be known to 
phich | 
laces i 
E be- 


wy 
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7 Religion, we 722 0 our tr Balch incompaſſed with 2 
great Cloud of Witneſſes. A very early Writer 
55 the Chriſtian Church , f — of the Apo- 
2 eſpecially Peter and Paul, hath this re- 
2 4 arkable Paſſage: © To theſe, Men who led a 
Bi Life, chere an acceſſion af a e 
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Tar Circumſtances to render the ſerious Contem- 


and admirable Precepts 1 in the Lives and Actions. 


World was not only enlightey'd, but very much 


| en.. If we ſtep to the firſt Riſe of our * 


— 
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« Multitude of ele& (or excellent) Perſons, who, 
« having ſuffer'd many Reproaches and Tor- 

4 ments, became a moft beautiful Example a- 

Among us: Nor, bleſſed be God, are our own 

Times, at this Diſtance from the Birth of Chri- 

ſtianity, ſo barren of laudable Examples, as not 

to be able to furniſh many, in whom we have a 

viſible-Demonſtration of the Beauty and Energy 
of thoſe Principles from which their Virtues may 
he ſhewn naturally to flow. The Cauſe is known 
by its Effets; the Fountain by the Streams. 

Such Examples are alſo correctie; z they 
ſtrongly work upon the Principle of an inge- 
nious Shame, where there are any tolerable Re- 
mains of it, and thereby contribute to make the | 
bad'Man good, and the good Man better. As a2 
_ deformed Obj e& i is never. ſo diſcernable, ſo diſ- 
guſting, ſo [ke it ſelf, as when it is ſet near 
one that is beautiful ; fo Vice does then appear 
in the moſt odious Shape and Colours, when it is 
brought into a Compariſon with Virtue. The 
Sinner's Conſcience reproaches him with the 
wiſe Choice and the regular rational Conduct of 
the good Man, as well as with his own Faults | 
and Follies. And even the good Man himſelf, | 
when he ſees another that excels him, either in 
the general Character of Goodneſs, or in ſome 
particular Quality and Attainment, is humbled 
under- a Senſe of thoſe Imperfeckions, which 
ee 83 perhaps, have Feen him little 3 

or no Unęaſineſs. O my Soul think of the 
Heights that others have ed their Exact- 
neſs, their Zeal, their Courage, their unwearied 4 
Activity; think of this, and bluſh that thou 
ſhouldſt come ſo far behind them. What Credit >, 
are they, .or were they to Religion! What In. 
Ttances of 1 its divine and ſupernatüral! Power Ah! 
g | wha 
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what a Difference do I find in my ſelf from 
them ! how little is Religion endebred to me? 
how little is the Goſpel adorn'd by me? Wete 
there no better. Proofs of the Divinity of the 
' Chriſtian Faith than thoſe which my Temper | 
and Life will ſupply, ah f how bet would its 
7 Reputation ſink, and the Ground it had won 
in the World be again loſt! The Example 
of Cbriſt, though incomparably more perfect 
than any other, vet ſeems, in this Reſpeckt, lets 
fitted to "an us; that it does not appear fo 
wonderful in him, who was a Man, indeed, but 
not a fallen or a mere Man. When we compare 
dur Lives with Bis, we are not fo apt to be over- 
whelm'd with Confuſion at Sight of the great 
Diſparity betwixt them, becauſe we do not pre- 
tend to be the Sons of God in the Senſe he was, 
or to be endow'd witlt the Spirit in the ſame 
boundleſs Meaſure. Let us therefore behold 
mortal, ſuful, Men, born, in all Reſpects, like 
our ſelves; and upon our own. Level, yet by 
Faith triumphing over all the Tem ptations of the 
World, th Fils and the Devil: 7 
Again, here is a ſtrange Attraftion in a good 
Examp le; the Light of it is truly ſweet, and its 
Beauty Florin and, to a Mind rightly prepared, 
Frefifible. | 1 ſeizes our Eſteem, ſteals upon our 
Affections, and ſo inſinuates it ſelf into the Soul, 
as, by infenfible Degrees, to tfansform it into 
the ſame Likeneſs. The Magnet hath not only 
an attrackive Virtue It felf, but communicates it 
do the Tron that touches it. So, un 
i Face of divine Grace, holy Examples ferioufly 
Haid to Heart, convey their on Qualitie 
us, better our Spirits, and make us become other 
Men. To add no more on this Head, WEN 


# 
$8 


27 "ig Fa hat Nauen! on NY h 
7 tes here i is an animating. Power in the Examp es i 
-theſc_ that have . acquitted themſelves well in 
dhe Combat, and yanquiſh'd all the  Diſcourage- 
mente and Tem 1 they have. wet with. 
This infuſes and Spirit into others, and 
ſive yes them Reſolution and Courage to grapple 
ich any Difficulties, - and to ſurmount all Op- Bur 
0 Gtion in the Way. of their Duty. The Apo- 
A 55 James would Fe the Chriſtian Converts, to 
whom, he writes, Take the 1 that had 
ſpoken 7n t the Name. of. the or an Example 
of ſuffering Aﬀfu3ion,, and As atience *, The 
le Example of St. Paul, in a Ti ime of Perfe- 
£ution,, wag of admirable Uſes 3 for be tells us, 
That 576 Bonds n Chrift were ws «ft ih the Pa- 
lac, . and in all. other. Places ;_ and that. many. of 
the Brethren in the Lord. Waxin 3 „ 1. by his 
Bonds, were. much | more. Bold to 1 the. Truth 
3 Fear l. Why mould J faint or pinch, . 
1 * ſo many "others have not done 17; Wha he 
thouph. the e ey in Sin be ſtrohg.! Fea 5 =. 
Have not taken that Side ; 5 15 have more 


n 1 


am ndt alone in 1 85 running the Chtift ian 1 1 g4 


* 44. 


3 the wy 75 that hath encounter d Witk 
re and hard F. 


re reatment for adhering. to the 
"Truth: 71 Tee the Footſteps of others be ore. le 
Bs are at the ſame. Oh. well f ſpoken; of of in this 


Vorld, and rewarded in the World above. I am 

determined, by the Grace of God, to tread. 72 
np; Path, 19 to deſpiſe, like them, the 4 

ments and Te errers hof the World, all has 


.do i me, or againſt”. ne. None of 
Bf: . Ing... moe mov'd- 2 brave Souls, neither 


3 es v. 10; „ Phil. i. 12: 
r be 2 3 
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Dit of the? New. M Datch. 47 
© tounted they Life it ſelf dear + „ when they wert 
called to lay it down; and why then 87 11 24 Un- 
der all the Infirmities and Preffures of the preſent 
State, I will labour to bear up as they did; and, 
La in this Tabernacle I groan ſometimes, bes 
ing burden'd *, at worſt, I will not reckon my 
® Butdens inſu Portable; bat, reflecting with wg 
4 Lenne oy Fran quility ſome have paſſed their 
3 az will ſet my Ei 2 to enjoy 7 leaſures f 
Religion, and to be as happy in the Meditations 
ö of God, and of Jeſus, and the Exerciſes of Faith 
ö Land Hope , of Vertue and Devotion, as I poſſi- 
bly can. Fae will try, at leaſt, whether I cannot 
have the fame ' Peace, living and ing, which 
ethiers have had, and "which T know not why 
1 mould utterly deſpair. of attainirig. =———, So 
good Exainples, in general, are exceeding . 
— 2. There Ale pa ticular Adyantages attending | 
the e Con deration For tuch'praiſe-worthy Examples 
ns. have fallen Within the Compals of our Ap 
towledge. 

'T add a new For orce et the Examp es of an- 
rent Times. Sone are ready to call 3 in Queſtion 
She Miracles wrought in the firſt Ages of the Goſ- 
Fel, for no other Reaſon but that "Cod does not 
Ye fit they ſhould be common, and vouchſafed to 
150 Generation. They never ſaw the Blind re- 

d to Sight, by the ſpeaking of a Word ; the 
1 ame healed; the Dead raifed to Life ; ad* ark 
erefore ſo uni eb, as, in Defiance of the 
Wolt. credible Hiſtory, joined with a Doctrine 
Forthy of ſuch” a dug Arteſtation; to doubt 
becher theſe Things were ſo. And it would be 
he ſame as to th6ſe Inſtances of a unaforrn Piety, 
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and an unconquer'd Faith and Patience, that are us. 
convey d down in the ſacred Wr ritings, if there | 
were not others like them common to every Age. , 
In every Age there have been thoſe who, if they 
have not ſuffer d for Religion, have yet, under | 
the . d N and Afflictions of | ' 
been . 2 1 45 and, by che ſteady r Y 
"Etice. o Funtvert Goodneſs, greatly 23 it. 
Theſe modern Examples lead back our Thoughts | 
to thoſe of earlier Tine, ef] pecially thoſe Which 
the Scripture hath made immortal, are an add]- | 4 
tional Confirmation of them, and ſerve hot only 
to revive the Impreſſion of them upon the Mind | 
| and Heart, but to render it deeper. 

Theſe Examples too, being nearer, have com- 

monly a greater, and more forcible Taflucce | 

1 others. Not but that we are apt to admire | 
Things the more, the farther off they are re- 
mov'd from us. In this Caſe Diſtance — 1 
the Object: But then, though Admiration be 
| oficneſt” raiſed by Things remote, there are other | 
Paſnons which operite more ſtrongly according Y 
to the Nearne/s of the Object. Thus Men are BF Goc 
more liable to envy a Contemporary, and one of | diat 
the fame Place or Country than thoſe of other MW fic] 
Nations, and of Times long paſt : And as Envy, WF ben 
the Paſſion of bad Men, and which” ſhould | ber: 
leſs; fo Emulation, or an Ambition of imitatin in 
What hath been well done by others, is mo oth 

werfully ftir'd up, in virtuous and grnerow | they 
1 by Examples nigher home. When we W wan 


| apt 
Cre 


conſider doſe holy Petſons that leſt the World to 1 
long ago, we do not think their Examples 10 the 
lig upon us as thoſe of our own Times and hav 
Acquaintance ; neither do. they generally pro- Ch 
der in us fuch'a"fecret Shame and Uneaſinefs for Det 


the little Reſemblance there is between them and} 
MO, us. 
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t. afe | us. Here others, as well as our ſelves, will be 


there | apt to make Compariſong not at. all to our 
ag. Gui 

they In a Word, theſe Examples are a rale 
nder Proof that God hath not withdrawn his Holy 
Life, = Spirit from the Church ; but as there is, and 
Pra- I ways will be, a vi/ible Church upon Farth, a "oy 
1 it. ciety of Men making an outward Profeſſion of 
ghts IF Chriſtianity, ſo Chriſt hath, and we have Rea- 
hich ſon to think, always will have, his real Diſciples - 
ddi- BF and F ollowery, thoſe that believe and truſt in 
only him as their Saviour, obey him as their Lord, 
ind imitate him as their Pattern, and openly confeſs 


him before Men. If ſuch Examples are compa- 
ratively rare, it lies upon the Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity to make them more common: And ſo 
they might eaſily do, were they as intent upon 


I their Improvement in the Graces and Virtues of 
the divine Life, as Men often are on making a 


Figure in the ſeveral Profeſſions of this Life to 
Winch they apply themſelves. | 
3. If there are any Perſons of great Piety ail 


_ Goodneſs, to whom we have born a more imme- 


diate and particular Relation; the Examples of 
fuch are, or ought to be, more than ordinarily 
beneficial to us. Whether we have been Mem- 
bers of Families that have been under their Care, 
in the Quality ot Children, or Servants, or 
otherwiſe ; or of religious Societies, in which 
they have preſided as Paſtors. Tis to be pre- 
ſum' d, that by our greater Affection and Regard 
to ſuch, we ſhall be better prepared to receive 
the Influence of their pious Examples. We 


have been more © conſtant Witneſſes to their 


Chriſtian Behayiour, have more fu'ly kngwn their 
Dettrine, Manner of Life, Farpeſes Faith; Long- 


ſuffering, | 
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We have had the Benefit of their Inſtructions, = Ni 
| | , Admonitions, Prayers, and Counſels; | dra 
1 receiyed. peculiar Feſtimonies of Affection for 
14 and Kindneſs from them; ſo that we fhall be of 
* the more inexcuſable, if having liv'd under the of 
"x Inſtructions of ſuch Perſons, — "Belk by a ſult- Pet 
„ able Example, and by Expreſſions of the moſt Ine 
1 affectionate Regard to our Welfare, we are not . 8 YE 
i} at all like them. We muſt be bad indeed, to be wh 
. never the better for being ſo placed and circum- Hav 
14 ſtanced. It was a great Aggravation of the Wickæ⸗ M. 
{ih edneſs of Elis Sons, that they had ſo good a Man ” 
14 to their Father, and yet departed from the Way _—_ 
Tit in: which they had not only been trained up by | T_T 
11 him, but had ſeen him walking before them. gad 
1 4. Although living Examples have this Ad." ore 
= vantage, that they are continually in our View,, 385 
bl and not to be everlook?d and forgotten by us, if 
ld we ſhould endeavour it; yet upon ſome | 1 
"ih Accounts, the Examples of our pious Friends YZ Pre 
N and Acquaintance that are removed out of : Re f 


World by Death, are more likely to be regards 5 
and follow d. The Obſervation of the Latin * 
Poet * is too oſten verified, that Men N 08 80 5 
Virtue they eſteem when it is before their E i 2 *. 
but 3 as he adds, thoſe very. Perſons a | Bark 


praiſe and lament it when taken from them rz 
becauſe that Envy, which wonld not ſuffer them Ne: 


to do Juſtice to ſuperior Merit dies together with, XZ a... 
or not NO! wie: the e a >; . ae GE mort 
x 3 247 Neu 
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© Virtutem-incolumem odimys, * 
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Death if * Rev. Mr. Darch. 2 5 | 


turns i into Love and Veneration . Death ſta 
Kind of facred Character upon deceaſed Vertue, nd 
draws a Veil over any little Blemiſhes that might 


| F formerly be mix'd with it, and diminiſh the Price 


portion are obſerv'd ; all t 


of it: Much as in a noble Statue, or fine Piecg 
of Painting, in which the | Ju uſteſt Rules of Pro» 


ofe Roughneſſes and 


& Inequalities that diſpleaſed the Eye when it | 
was viewed too near, vaniſh at once as ſoon as 


it is placed at a proper Diſtance, Perſons that 
have any Taſte and Value for. true Goodneſs, 
are willing to forget thoſe Imperfections of good 
Men, dead and gone out of this World, which 


were very much over-ballanced by their com- 


„ paublick or private, are Try erviceable ; ſo, par- 


mendable Qualities, and uſeful Actions. n= 
5. As the good Examp oy of Perſons in eyery- 
Station of Ei e, whether higher or lower, more 


ticularly thoſe of pious and faithful Miniſters, 
recommended in the Text. The unaffected De 
votion, the amiable and active Goodneſs, of a 
Preacher of the Goſpel, command Attention apd 
Reſpect from his Hearers, and, as it were, 
poſſeſs them in favour of every Thing he 495 
They give Credibility to his Doctrine, Weight 
to his Counſels and Admonitions, Point and 
Eage to his Reproofs, and Efficacy to his Exhor- 


AX tations, People will eaſily grant of ſuch a one, 


that be believes, and therefore ſpeaks * ; that all 


2 # : his Zeal is from an inward Gn. for "he Pra- 
2 I ice of , Holineſs, and the Welfare of their im- 


þ | mortal. Souls, when they ſee him take ſo much 
Eur of hi own, and preſs them to no ocker 


2 kx amabitur idem. Hor. 
Præſentia invidia, preterita veneratione imur. 


x 7 K V Paterc. 
F Cor, iv, 13. 
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Things than ſuch as he himſelf is an Example of. 


And thus while a wicked Miniſter, . N Phe that 
contradicts any Part of his Doctrine 6 
quct, deſtroy 1 again thoſe Tan 9 
Built? a "Miniſter whoſe IL. 4 iS a 

his p Sermans,  edifies the. CR of 15 Fiſt. 
ian . as well.as b y Bis, 
7 teach.*. 4 


L 


a more f ele And toy 
Let u N 7 to 1 25 e wh 


ohne 185 0 10 0 3 e 


to us, Bits N 
kind to our ek 8. . cal their 


| larly TRE 
God, and. 


F, Object of gur Qligus 


SSA 44 Y 1 348 e. 


In tion; Followers of f them , q ar 
© 856 Chrilt, our general Standard, e 


[that LE Rig bleaus in ever : 
- 7 AP 5 Honquy 5 os, Loy 25 

Me Gia EGG by. his, ö 2 * 
pins > eir Memory as de Worſd Is 7 
elx on . | 


am Jes.0 of Nee et) ertue, . of. I. ove to 900 . 


ind Man, are_ like J {ct up in. the World 

or che Direction of Mankind in genera), 

for. 2 A 7 7 People; ſome e 
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e, 755 14 As 
855 


Jeayen, | Sent gheir e Tofly 
xamples, a = 'W AL DOES, Pain Up f our Bleſ- 
ſed T ndaſhines 4 Sun in the front of Hea- | 


up Nοον hοfαε.ν e rg ee eee 

Tim. ii. 2. 5 Pal. cxii. 6, a 
++ TI . 5106. * de „5 

* ven. 
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, and no farther, 5 FE 8 77 5 . be, n 
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{64} 4 * * 


© te 
ven. Others ate of n narrower Influence, and 


1 ſooner ext inguiſh'd as to us; though, AS. HET 
hall bine (for ever) as the Sup, in the Kin 
heir Father ", their Acquaintance, or 2 — 
X dants, ſhould endeavaur. to make their, Vertues as 
long uſeful to themſelves and others, as they can, 
E 2M that the Memory of the. Fuſt may be Pleſſels .. 
7 We ſhould be thankful to God for the Inſtru- 
> Won; and Conſolation. of thoſe holy 2 
"> that come to . our Knowledge, nd oppoſe, N 
o the ſinful ones which the World is ſa full o 
in order to preſerve, ou ſales; from the general 
; Contagion ; ; chuſing NF to follow the few har 
go right than the giddy wandring Maltitude. 
We ſhould be dag to mend, and improve; 
our ſelves by the Gl. Which the Liyes of good 
Men hold up to us, ſome of whom, perhaps, 
were remarkable for one Vertue, others for ano- 
= | ther; ſome for more Vertues, and in a more emi- 
nent Degree 3, others for fewer, and thoſe, it may 
* Abe, not ſo conſpicuous. However that be „ We 
np. | ſhould make the beſt of eyery, Example, care - 
5 ully ſeparating what merits our Imitation from 


ce Frhat does not; what does, we ſhould. labour to 
Ave 7 qual, and, if we can, to excel; 5 what does 
Ex. Pot, we ſhould take Notice of (got with, Plea- 
3-7 ure, not to feed an envious Temp be not to ex- 
awd | poſe it to an ill natured and an ill j Lud ing World, 
and or, te _ jultify, and encourage elves in any 
\þ. 6 Thing unworthy of t the Chriſtian . Droſs 
Alu- 9 deing, never the more , valuable for being mix'd.. 
1 vith Gold 3 ;.. put). to be thereby excited to a 


ore narrow Scrutiny into, our own, Conduct, 


pleſ- | 
Tea. nd to frame and regulate it with more Care. 
* is our own, Fault if we do not get e by 

5 2 1 n 14 
ven. 4 Kart, Xil, 43. Prov: 3 R. 7. 
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28 A Funxcral Sermon on tbe 
Ye Failings, and much more by the good Qua- que: 
ities, and good Actions of others, whether Mi- plac 
niſters, or Parents, or Maſters, or any of our if hav 
dear Friends and Relatives; whether thoſe that we bett 
have known our ſelves, or thoſe that we have heard of 
and read of: for the general Reaſon is the ſame the 
for all, viz. that what is true, juſt and lovely, hig! 
deſerves Imitation; and, being duly conſider'd, as { 
would be of Uſe to perſuade and us to mol 
imitate it. And here, at the ſame Time that it the 
falls in my Way to take Notice what a profitable *F L 
Sort of Reading the Lives and Characters of va- to. 1 
luable and pious Perſons would be, if well cho- 1 
ſen, and. judiciouſly drawn up, I cannot forbear FF caſic 
lamenting that they ſhould too often be written it te 
in fuch a Manner as to do hurt as well as good, amo 
if not more hurt than good; which, I doubt, is and 
ſometimes the Caſe: For, alaſs ! ſuch Perform- to f 
ances generally run in the Spirit of a Party; the Con 
Things principally commended, and inculcated but 
with the greateſt Ardor, are not thoſe which this 
make the Difference between a religious Cha- high 
racter and the contrary; or between one more b 
"We Perfect, in the Scale of the Chriſtian Life, and Wh: 
another leſs ſo, but ſuch as the true Diſciples of MF Gra: 
Chriſt, are diſtinguiſhed by one from another, (ctior 
the Perſon whoſe Character is embalm'd from neſs 
other Chriftians, who, perhaps, excel him much F whic 
in a ſober, rational Piety, and the ſubſtantial 
uſeful Vertues of the Goſpel. You are enter- 1 
tain'd with the Peculiarities of this or that De- 
nomination of Chriſtians, the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation, the Effects of natural Temper and Con- 
ſtitution; and, it may be, ſuch Things as,” in FF unite 
the Judgment of every wiſe Reader, very much mad. 
depretiate the Character, and render it, upon bei ne 
the Whole, dangerous to imitate. The Conſe- Mine 
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Death of. the Rev. Mr. Darch. 29 
quence of this too often is, that People learn to 
place a great Part of Religion in Things that 
bave nothing of it but the Name; to cenſure 
better Men than themſelves as in a lower Form 
of Chriſtianity, if not wholly unacquainted with 
the Truth and Power of it; and to think more 
highly of themſelves than they ought to think, 
as 13 good, and in the Number of the 
q moſt Spiritual and Perfeti. But this only by 
the b | 4 
J #4 me now, in few Words, call upon you 
to remember the Example of chat worthy Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chrift, whoſe Death is the ſad Oc- 
caſion of the preſent Diſcourſe; Ns 
it to all, and, in a particular Manner. to 
among whom he long ſpoke the Word of God, 
and adminiſter'd the Ordinances of the Goſpel, 
to follow his Faith, conſidering the End of his 
Converſation, which was not barely inoffenſive, 
but holy and uſeful. Many Things there were in 
SZ this good Man, this faithful Servant of Chriſt, 
highly deſerving the Obſervation of all. I ſhall. | 
: leave to direct your Eye to ſome of them. 
What Nature began, Cuſtom, aided by divine 
Grace, Carried on to a greater Degree of Perfe- 
ction. He had a Felicity of Temper, | a Calm- | 
rom neſs and Moderation in his Paſſions, beyond moſt ; - 
which he ſo improv'd. by his conſtant; Self-go- 
ial vernment, that his Mind ſeemed to be a region of 
Z perpetual Serenity, unclouded and unruffſed by 
intemperate Affections. And this Evenneſs and 
Tranquility within, produced an anſwerable Equa- 
lity in his Condult, which was ever ſmooth and 
uniform. His Religion ſat eaſy upon him, and 
made him eaſy and acceptable to all about him, 
being the Reſult of a ſound and V.. e | 
Mind, not of miſtaken: Notions, nor ſpoiled b 4 
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diſigretable Mixtures,” He believed that Ma | 
are fret; free by the Conftittition of their Na- 
ture to chooſe” and to do gbod of evil; ſince, 
without tlüis Liberty, _ done by them 
would be truly one or the other; free by the | 
Genius and Deſign of the Goſpel, from all. Ims 
poſition” in Matters belonging only to Religion | 
and Coßſcience; and he was for their fanding 
fat in ib Böer wherewith Chiiſt had made 
them free; not Putting their Underſtandings E | 
and Confſtichtes into the keeping of other Men: 
He deſired no fuch unreaſonable Sacrifice to be 
made to hirſelf; far from imaginin g that be 
cauſe he Was appointed 3 a Guide in the Chriſtian 
Church, any Perſons were therefore oblig d to 
ſhut their Eyes that he might lead them TT 
fold. His Charity or Moderation in religious 
Controverſies  ainong; thoſe” who agree 79 love 
the Lord Fefius Chriffin' Sinterity',' was, like his 
Prudence, men unto al Men athat knew him. 
He did not lay ſuch 4 mighty Streſs as is too of- 
ten done, on diſputable Opinions; could hope, 
and think, and ſpeak well of others in differing. 
Sentiments, was always a Friend to peaceable 
Meaſures, and for none but ſcriptural Terms of 
Chriſtian” Communion.” His . Fazth is the fitter : 
to be followed; becauſe it ſtood” not in the Wiſ- | 
dem and Authority of | Me, but in the Word of” | 
GC cn he believed to 'be A 12255 and 15 1 
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FA © Neck. of the Diſci kan be for 
aA 5 obſeryed a, 7785 5908 8 of; h A FR. bh 
ST N it Was made perfect by orks 60 fo itut 
= in : Room of. them, 5 is 790 te — 
ien Rightly 3 dging the 


m- 79 62 „ Was not Siven to meddle where he 
on wy no , and to paſs Sentence upon the Con. 
ig 4 NE: o thoſe e OVer whom, God had. nor ma him. 
4 | e XZ 4 4 dee 3, * averſe. to Cenforiouſt 1 nd. Eyilz. 
188 lipcal ing ; yet f free to 15 his Fr: Re 6, in 1 t 
mn: vate and good narur'd M 7 wg 

be that * thought was not r the x 
be- feigne Affection he e erate. in 
ian. BR! II'T; bingen; not lifted \ up Wick 25 4 undance 
tes of this World's Lok 3 God iy net 
id-" WM withal, fo as Forge 1 and-what he owed. 
ous te the mea Ty, e He 187 his Religion, 
e N in. being 9 n ſhort, had, I 
his m p 2 or bi BY + Ap 125 Te Heimen, of. 
m. c NE that in lei, and godly Since- 
of- = 7:ty, not with fle y Wi dam, but by the Grace. "of 
2} Cod, bg . 'S, Con, 77 ation in the Parlde, 1 
ng. or lome..Years he, was engaged in fe 
dle ca Ba 711 5 5. for which, he was not more q 

a, i eg Fo by his 1 . ce with the Mae under, 
nr | pig ook, than b 1-696 Clear Bf Wy 12 

„ mo ane Knowle dge, 18 un- 
r 7 ; 
of. a 2 ie prin and managing 

370 7 Education of Y, A Alt ation in his 
7 8 Be obliging en to 2 e Quitted the 
le 80 A 175 er, to the great Regret of his 
53 — 9 who had ſo long enjoy d the Pleaſure 
e and Satisfaction e his Cre, and the Be- 
ja Inefit of his Advice. But however, he ſtill went 
po m James ii. 22. * «4x Cor. ix. 25. 2 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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on in the Work of the Miniſtry, with the Repu- | 


w Diſcourſes were 
form the Mind, and thereby to mend the Heart ; 
o that it muſt have been their own Fault if his 


15 2 
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ly are the . beſt Witneſſes, is I pray God, 
Example ke gave them, and have the Loſs of fo } 


| ceaſe to be uſeful many Ways ; particularly br i | 
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Life 

Hearers were not the wiſer and the better for ing 
him. It concerns them to call to Remembrance whe 
the Word of God which he hath formerly Mexp: 
oken unto them, and, if upon Reflection = 
find they did not pay that Regard to it Day 
Which they ought to have done, from hence- Bleſſ 
forth to give themſelves up to its Guidance ; bour 
foraſmuch as, though Miniſters die, yet the Word was 
of God, ſpoken by them, liveth A abideth for be a 
ever? * o. tc 
Of his Behaviour in domeſtick Life, his Fami- rac 

d 


82 
End : 


lame 


n of a good pain and a uſeful Preacher ; 
tted to do good, to in- 


may walk worthy of the good Inſtructions and 


valuable. a Relation, made up to them by the | 
Comforts of God's Preſence, and the SIM | earn 
of his Grace, towards them. im, 

It pleaſed God, towards the Cloſe of his Life, | Rgree⸗ 
to Ce him off from ublick Work by the ill . 4, 
State of his Health: et did he not, after this, | 


Dbſer: 
preaching Patience, and Reſignation to the Will 


of God, to all about him, by his meck and Thi 


chearful Manner of bearing Affliction. He con. FEhriſti 

tinued to improve his own Mind, when he was P 

no longer capable of inſtructing ochers from che 

Pulpit ; and declared to a Friend, that read- Tee 

* greateſt Fleafure of his i otiv 
bs E, 


* 
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Death of the Rev. Mr. Darch. 33 


pu- In the Approaches of his End what a remark- 
er 3 1 able Inſtance Was he of that Quiei neſs and ; Af 
in- i /rrance which are the Effect of Righteouſneſs *, 
rt; and the moſt natural Concluſion of a well- ſpent 
his Life! he had been for a long Time God's wait. 


ing. Servant, as he himſelf expreſſed it; and 


nce when the Time for his Diſmiſſion was come, 
rly expected it with all Compoſure of Mind. A 
tion 3 of his, in the Miniſtry, viſiting him a 
d it Day or two before his Death, he pray'd the 
ice- hBleſſing of God might be on him and his La- 
ce; bours; and told him, he believed his Change 


was near. The other faying he hoped it would 
be a happy Change for him; he replied, he hop'd 
so too, and did not doubt of it, through the 
i- race of God by Jeſus Chriſt. Such was the 
End of this good Man, and of his Converſa- 
ion. That we may die his Death, and our 
ud may be Peace”, as his was, let us lead the 
ame kind of Life. Thoſe Things which we have 
earned, and received, and heard, and ſeen in 
im, or in any other faithful Followers of Chriſt, 
SEgrecable.to our common Rule and Pattern, let 


e ill do, and the God of Peace ſball be with us“ 
this, I ſhall cloſe and enforce all by the Jaſt 
y by WWD2/ervation, to which I now proceed, viz, 

and Th:rdh, The abundant Encouragement that 


Pbriſtians, in all Ages, have to ſhew the. ſame 


CON- 3 

was Diligence to the full Aſſurance of Hope unto 
1 the die End; inaſmuch as Feſus Chrift is the ſame 
read- eterday, to day, and for ever. This is the 
" his Motive made Utſe of by the Writer of this Epi- 
le, to ſet home his Exhortation : and a very 


Powerful one it is. in ir ſelf, and cannot but have 


b Ia. xxxii. 12. Pfl. vi. 37. Phil. ir. 9. 
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? accepts, 'thoſk of one Ape, as thoſe of another; 


Funeral SxR MON on the 

reat Weight with all thoſe that ſerioufly con. 
der it, The Time will not allow me to en- 
large upon jt, as it wauld well bear. Chriſt was 
the fame yeſterday; that is, to thoſe who _> ; 
| ready vanquiſh'd in the Chriſtian Cauſe ; is 
e ſame to day; that is, to them whom, the R 
2 of this Epiſtle would have to tread in =. 
e Steps of their departed Guides, and to other vi 
Chriſtians then living 3 and will be the ſame Jt 
for ever ; that is, to his ſincere Diſciples in all lig 
following Ages, "to the End of the World. ru 
Why ſhould we not rival the Faith, and Holi- | 
pe, and Zeal, and Conſtancy of choſe that are 
one before us, or that are advanced moſt a- 
we us? fince we ſerve the ſame Maſten; 
profeſs the fame Doirine z are favourd with | 
the fame Aff ante and have the Promiſe, and | 
Expectation of the fame Reward ? All theſe | 
ſeem to be implied in the Expreſſion, Je- 
fus Curl, the Jame Yeſterday, to 8 and Ver 
ever. 
328 We ſerve the "Cline: Maſter, the ſame kind; | 
the fame glorious and divine Maſter; who is 
as deferving of the "Zeal and Fidelity of his Ser- 
vants'as ever; hath the ſame Intereſt and Power 
in Heaven, And the ſame Care of his People 
Earth. We have the ſame Pretenſions 

14 his Favour that any others have had, and 
may be as confident of obtaining it, if we take 
the. right Merhod for it: for he is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons, * farther than they have a Reſpect 
to their Duty, and the Glory of God. He ob- 
ſerves the utmoſt Nearthalirp in Proportioning 
bis F avgur'; as tenderly regards, and as readily 


and all, of the ſame Age, who are Followers 


or chat which s s good, as 1 does any. Ac 


cordingf 8 


„ 
1 


2. We profeſs the ſame 


cording as they love that, he loves them. There 
is not one among us, whom he will not be 


as well pleaſed with as with his greateſt Fa- 
vourites ; provided only we have the ſame Ti- 


© tle to his Favour and Approbation, by the 


Uprightneſs of our Behaviour, and our Fer- 


= vour, and Cheirfulneſs; and Diligence in fer- 


ving him. 


Defrine, The Re- 


rupted in the Writings of the New Teftament 3 
ſo Chriſt and his "Apoſtles taught , and ſo they 


chat were converted by them to the Profeſſion 


of the Goſpel believed. The Doctrine that 
wrought ſuch a ſurprizing Change in the World; 
is not loſt : The firſt Preachers and Profeſſors 
of it are long ſince dead and gone; but the 
Truth ſurvives them, and will for ever furvive 
them. We know the Principles they acted up- 
on, and have the Guidance of the fame heaven- 
ly Light that conducted them. Indeed; the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel was ſpaten before it was 


MW orien ;. but this, ſurely; can make no Dit- 


ference, ſince the Things deliver'd are the, very 
ſame, and have an equal Right to challenge 
our Attention: In this we have the Advantage 
of the firſt Diſciples, that while the Word ſpo- 
ken to them vaniſh'd in ſpeaking, and they 
were afterwards oblig'd to conſult Memory, not 
always the moſt exact, and ready; and perfect 
Regiſter of Things, if they would meditate up- 
on it, we can have recourſe as often as we pleaſc 
to the ſacred Writings; and; as long as we will 
converſe with any Part of them in Silence and 
Retitement. As to the Miracles that accomipa- 
nied the firſt Publication of the Goſpel; they 
were only intended to gain it Belief, as à di- 
Beit c E 2 3 Dine 


* 


36 A Emeral SERMON on the 
* _ wine Revelation; and therefore, when they had 

- anſwer'd that End, were no longer needed; 
that is, when the Truth was ſufficiently eſta- 
bliſhed by them, and where the Doctrine, on 
"1 the Score of its own intrinſic Evidence, the 
| Tredit of the Miracles convey'd down by Hi- 
win | ſtory and Tradition, and the Force * other 
T Arguments, is believed to be true; which is 
our Caſe. We may ſay of Miracles, in gene- 
ral, what the Apoſtle Paul faith of Tongues, 
they are for a Sign, not to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not *. And why then 
ſhould not this Religion, where Men have free 
Acceſs to the Fountains of eee e 

bring forth the Fruits it did in the Beginning? 
Nay, and that it hath done in Multitudes / luce, 
who had not better Opportunities for Acquaint- 
ing themſelves with 2e T; ruth, as it is in Feſus , 

than we have ? 

We are favour'd with the ſame Afi 3 ; 
the Aſſiſtance of the lame outward Means and 
Inſtitutions, and the ſame inward Grace. We 
have the publick Worſhip of God among us, 
the Benefit of Prayer, Preaching, the Admini- 

a {tration of the Sacraments ; we may go to the 
| Houſe of God every Lord 5-day, and, very fre- 
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as were to be wiſh'd, and as they did in the 
primitive Times) to the Lord's Table. We have 
religious Treatiſes in abundance, Doctrinal, 
Practical, and Devotional, and many. of them 
excellent in each Kind. Theſe are very great 
Helps. Beſides .which, we want not any inter- 
nal Influences and Conſolations that our Own 


Weaknels, the Di ſorderlineſs of our FI 
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Death of the Rev. Mr. Darch. 37 
and the many Temptations we are com paſſed 
with may require, to quicken, and fortify, and 
encourage us in our Chriſtian Courſe. There 
is no Doubt that extraordinary Aſſiſtances have 
ſometimes been vouchſafed; but then hat may 
be ſuppoſed to have been only when the Trials 
were extraordinary. This we may depend up- 

on, that our Aſiſtances ſhall be as our Nece/- 
ities are: God will lay no Burden upon us but 
what he will enable us to bear; permit no 


Temptation to .befal us in the Way of our Du- 


ty, but what he will enable us to overcome; 
and expects no Heights of Perfection from us 
but what he will enable us to attain. What he 
ſaid to his Apoſtle St. Paul, he faith to every 
ſincere Chriſtian, My Grace is ſufficient for thee ; 
for my Strength is made perfect in Weakneſs. 
This being ſo, why ſhould we not add, as 
that great Apoſtle does, Moſt gladly therefore 
will I glory in my Infirmities (as far as they are 
ſinleſs and unavoidable) that the Power of Chriſt 
may reſt upon me The ſame Grace that 
wrought effeftually in the firſt Chriſtians, even 
in the greateſt of the Apoſtles, ſha/] be mighty 
alſo, though in a ſomewhat different - Senſe and 
Manner, in the meaneſt Diſciple of Chriſt, whoſe 
Wants demand it, and who 1s careful not to re- 
ceive it in vain. To conclude, 1 

4. We have the Promiſe and Expectation 
of the ſame Reward; the ſame for Kind, if 
not for Degree; nay, and for Degree too, if 
the Meaſure of our Qualification and Service be 
equal. Does the Apoſtle Paul, when he was 
ready to be offered, and the Time of bis Depar- 


® 2 Cor. xii. 9. | 
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ture was at hand, comfort himſelf with this, 
that having fought a good Fight, finiſhed bis| 
' Caurſe, and kept the Faith, there was from 
thenceforth Jaid 0 for bim 'a Crown of Rigb. 
— which t ard, the righteous Fudge, 
give him a that Jay ? that we might 
not think this Conſolation peculiar to himſelf ; | 
he adds, Aud not unto me only, but unto all 
them alſo that love his Appearing v. Not unto ff 
Fome, but unto all, that love the appearing of 
their Lord, ſo as feriouſly and diligently to 
prepare for it; for all theſe is a Crown of . 
Glory laid up. In other Races all run, but one 
receiveth the Prize; whereas here, every Com- 
petitor that runs with Patience the Race ſet be. 
Jore him, is ſure to conquer, and be crown'd : 
And the Prize is richly worth contending for. 
They that ſtrobe for Maſtery in the Olympic nt fl 
Games, were oblig d to exerciſe a great deal of 
Patience and Self-denial; and this they did to 
obtain a corruptible Crown ; Seele indeed, 
— only a Crown of Leaves, of Olive, Bays, 
aurel; but the Chriſtian an incorruptible“. 
0 how is it poſſible the Example and the Re- 
ward together ſhould not kindle us! How can 
we - otherwiſe than be provoked to Faith, and 
Love, and good Works, when we chink of 
others taking the Kingdom of Heaven, as it were, 
by Force; patiently continuing in well doing, 
and-at laſt received, with a#wwel! done good and 3 
Be Servant, enter imo the Foy of thy 
Lord; and then conſider, that the Gates of the 


2 Tim. iv. 6, 7,8 | 1 Cor. ix. 245 vr. 

2 Matt. xi. 12. 0 Now: ii. 7. Matt. 
XXV. 23. 

* — 


" "Dark of the Rev. Mr. Darch. 29 


FRY cates City ſtand equally open to us, that a 
Place is prepared for us alſo®, and Manſions uo 
from Bliss and Glory await us! . 


1 ſhall conclude with thoſe Words of him 
| who is the fame yeſterday, to —_ and for ever, 
che Firſt and the Laſt, that was dead ind is 


ell: WY alive 4 Be bes faithful unto Death, and 1 will 
—_— give thee a Crown of Life © 5 


Beg © John xiv. 2, 2 Rev. S, 
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